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Reference N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.14, Building
Subcode, Section 703.4.2

N.J.A.C.5:23-3.20,
M echanical Subcode,
Chapter 2

It hasrecently cometo the attention of the Department of Community Affairs
that gypsum wallboard is something being mistakenly considered anoncombustible
materia when applying the cl earance-to-combustiblesrequirementsof theMechanica
Subcode.

Thedefinition of “noncombustible’ inthe Mechanical Subcodediffersfrom
thedefinitioninthe Building Subcode. The Building Subcode’'s Section 703.4.2,
CompositeMaterids, satesthat amaterid having astructura base of noncombustible
material (meeting ASTM E136), with acombustible surface not morethan 0.125-
inch thick, and having aflame-spread rating not greater than 50 (when tested in
accordancewithASTM EB84) isacceptableasanoncombustiblemateria. Because
the Building Subcode allows such* composite’” materials, gypsumwallboard can be
considered noncombustible asdefined by the Building Subcode.

The Mechanical Subcode doesnot contain such aprovision for composite
materials. Noncombustible materia sin the context of the Mechanica Subcodeare
those materialswhich passASTM E136. Gypsum board, because of itscombustible
facing, will not passASTM E136. (Theonly exception to thisappliesto Typel
commercid kitchen hoodsat Section 507.9 of the Mechanical Subcode.)

The difference in standards is due to the different purposes of the two
subcodes. TheBuilding Subcodeis concerned with the performance of amateria
under the conditionsduring afire, while the M echanical Subcodeisconcernedwith
performance during exposureto aconstant high-heat source.

Thereforeremember, under the Mechanical Subcode, gypsumwallboardis
classfied asacombustible materid.
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